
 
This is a copy of the article about the history of the SBG written by myself and 
Hstuf. Meyer and submitted to Der Freiwillige (The Volunteer) upon their 
request. The magazine has been in existence since 1954 and is aimed at 
former members of the W-SS in particular. Although photos of re-enactment 
societies have appeared in Der Freiwillige in the past I believe that the SBG is 
the first re-enactment group to have an article written about an individual 
group in this magazine (another first for the SBG?). Photos of the SBG at one 
of our re-enactments and a small editorial about re-enactment did appear in a 
1986 edition of Der Freiwillige which I also believe was the first time a re-
enactment (society) had been mentioned in the history of the magazine.  
 
The first part in bold below is the magazines introduction to our article and as I 
don’t speak (enough) German I cannot tell you if the article has been changed 
from our submission. I submitted photographs for the article which I preferred 
and requested to be used however the editor (knowing his readership I 
assume) didn’t use my first choice of photos and also used many photos from 
our website rather than ones that I supplied which was slightly disappointing 
as I had supplied a number of photos of SBG on parade and in action that 
weren’t used. 
 
Der Freiwillige January/February 2011 
 
Research into the histories of the 1st and 2nd World Wars are becoming 
more popular. The longer the time scale the more people become 
interested in different periods of history. Many more historians and 
archaeologists are turning to historical societies to use as 
representations for their articles and documentaries. Increasingly 
popular in numerous countries are re-enactment societies who 
represent elements of living history and who make a contribution to 
history with their displays.  
 
Re-enactment societies putting on public shows and historical displays 
are becoming more popular. Recently the battle of Gettysburg was 
reconstructed with over 250.000 spectators and 20.000 re-enactors 
taking part. In the summer of 2010 at the historical re-enactment of 
Waterloo where various armies fought Napoleon 40.000 spectators 
watched 3000 re-enactors recreate the battle. 
 
 Today we present one of the longest standing living history 
organisations: The Second Battle Group. 
 
 
 
 The Second Battle Group (SBG) became established in 1978 and was the first WWII Living 
History Society of its type in the U.K.  
 
Originally the SBG consisted of three different elite WWII units. For the Americans it was the 
101st Airborne, for the British it was the 1st Airborne and eventually the German unit chose to 
portray the 1.SS.Pz.Div.LSSAH. This unit was chosen because not only was it one of 
Germany’s elite fighting formations but it also fought on every major European front in WWII 
(excluding North Afrika) thus making its participation at any event historically correct. 



 
 After the SBG’s conception membership numbers began to rise for 2 or 3 years but in 1983 
after 5 years the membership numbers had declined significantly mainly due to the fact that 
no one wanted to give the commitment to the further running and organisation of the SBG. 
The SBG was in danger of disbanding due to lack of leadership but a relatively new member 
put himself forward to run the group and was elected Chairman and thus proprietor of the 
society. As there were hardly any Allied re-enactors in the SBG it was decided in 1984 that 
the SBG would become a German only society dedicated to portraying the Waffen-SS soldier 
as accurately as possible by wearing the best available uniforms, by wearing as much original 
equipment as possible and studying videos and books including original German WWII 
training manuals. All members wear dog tags and carry correctly filled out pay books. Many 
members carry original WWII German currency, letters and postcards and wear original 
watches etc. We do not just dress up as W-SS soldiers to “play war”, nearly all SBG members 
have been collectors of III Reich militaria, uniforms and regalia and have a knowledge of the 
W-SS before they join the group. 
 
 In 1984 the SBG contacted various W-SS veterans for information including how certain 
items of equipment was worn, how parade ground drill was conducted, how German infantry 
units acted in combat and how certain weapons were used etc. Many of the W-SS veterans 
were extremely courteous and helpful and gave us much information that helped the SBG to 
portray the W-SS soldier as “Soldiers like any other soldier”. Eventually we asked some W-SS 
veterans if we could attend one of their reunions so that we could actually meet some of the 
veterans that we had been writing to. We were eventually put in contact with Manfred Thorn 
of the 7.Kp.SS-Pz.Rgt.1.LSSAH and his English wife Hazel Toon. Through these two 
remarkable people various SBG members have been attending many veterans Treffens 
throughout Europe since the early 1990’s and still continue to attend them today. Members of 
the SBG feel privileged to have been able to attend the I SS-Panzer Korps, Korps Steiner, 
Totenkopf, Westland, Gotz von Berlichingen and Ulrichsberg Treffens. This has been 
alongside countless visits to the homes of former members of the Waffen-SS across Europe. 
These visits have allowed SBG members to talk to Kameraden who have served in almost 
every Waffen-SS unit that was created between 1939-1945.  
 
 During the early 1990’s the SBG acquired its first military vehicle which was a Czech. Made 
Tatra Half track. This is an almost exact replica of a German WWII Sdkfz. 251. The vehicle 
was built in 1947 but the chassis is dated 1945. The SBG was the first society to own one of 
these vehicles and it’s still the backbone of the group some 20 years on. Since purchasing the 
Half track we have also bought an original Opel Blitz 3 ton lorry dated 1941, an original Opel 
Olympia Staff car dated 1938, and an original Flak 38 (which was used in the Hollywood film 
“saving private ryan” as a static prop. The SBG also owns a post war field kitchen (Goulash 
cannon) and much original equipment such as a Russian 45mm PaK184 (r). They are very 
similar to the PaK 35/36 and we have since mounted this on our Half track. We also own 
many MG34’s and 42’s on laffette tripods. We pride ourselves that when we portray historical 
re-enactments we use original tactics for vehicles and personnel as used by the German 
Army in WWII. 
 
Owned by individual members of the SBG are original German WWII BMW, DKW, NSU and 
Zündapp motorcycles and combinations, two rare Steyr 1500’s (one of which still has bullet 
holes in the bonnet from Normandie 1944!), a Mercedes Truck dated 1943, an original 
Schwimmwagan, two original Kübelwagens, an original PaK 40, as well as some replica 
armour.  
 
As the SBG are so accurate in their portrayal of the WWII German soldier we have been used 
many, many times since the mid 1990’s to appear in various WWII Television programs and 
documentaries on channels BBC1, BBC2, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5 as well as many 
satellite TV channels including the History channel and Discovery Channel. The SBG and its 
Half track also appear in the Hollywood film “saving private ryan”. Whilst we do not always 
fully agree with the text used by the TV and Film Companies, we feel it is an excellent 
opportunity to show the W-SS in correct uniforms and vehicles.  
 



In addition, we have been featured in many historical related publications that give us a 
further chance to reach out to the general public and inform them of what life was like as 
Waffen-SS soldiers in WWII.  
 
 The SBG usually meets at least once a month and partake in a mixture of public and private 
(no public present) events. We headline two of the biggest shows in the world which are “The 
War & Peace Show” and “Military Odyssey”. At these shows the SBG writes the battle 
scenarios and commentary and supply almost all of the German troops and German vehicles. 
The re-enactments are usually centred around the battles fought in Normandy in 1944 as this 
way American, British and German troops can all take part at the same time. The public 
always ask lots of questions, from children through to old people and we use this as a chance 
to accurately inform people of what the W-SS did as soldiers of the German Reich, fighting on 
all fronts.  
 
As the group has expanded over the years (membership stands at around 250), we have 
introduced new elements that allow our society to be a truly family-based organisation. We 
have a Deutsche Jungfolk / Hitler Youth section, as well as a Helferin section. The children 
and wives of some of the male members accurately portray those aspects of life during 1933-
1945. The public that attend the shows often ask many questions around that aspect of what 
we do.  
 
The connection to former Kameraden of the Waffen-SS has been built upon over the years. 
We have had personal visits to group events from Kameraden from the LSSAH (Panzer 
Kompanie, Infantry Kompanie), Wiking (Infantry), Florian Geyer, RF-SS (StuG Abt.), Hunyadi 
Nr. 1 (Infantry) and more recently a visit from LSSAH RK Traeger Kurt Sametreiter, who also 
served with SS-Heimwehr Danzig, SS-Totenkopf Division and SS-Niederlande Division. 
These visits have been complimented by attendance from former Waffen-SS Kameraden who 
live in the UK. Kameraden from the LSSAH (Aufklarungs), Das Reich (Panzer), Totenkopf 
(Flak), Wiking (Infantry) and Hitler Youth (Infantry) are regular attendees to our public and 
private events. These former Kameraden provide regular and valuable feedback and advice 
to the members of our group.  
 
Every year members of the Second Battle Group attend the German War Memorial service at 
Cannock Chase and help to take along German WWII veterans that otherwise would not be 
able to attend. 
 
The SBG operates a rank and awards structure, where members gain promotion, or are 
awarded medals. These are done for long service / loyalty to the group, or for honourable 
deeds supporting the group in all it aims to do. Each promotion or medal has to be earned 
and is not given to any member easily. For example, if a member is awarded the Iron Cross I 
Class (E.K.I) it means that he has been an SBG member for at least 5 years (usually much 
longer), has attended almost every event and has contributed enormously to the progression 
of the SBG.  
 
Our members are kept up to date via a quarterly newsletter that updates on past events, 
future events, important group information and historical articles. We also operate a website 
www.secondbattlegroup.com that provides a platform for the public to see what we do and 
inform them of various aspects of life in the Waffen-SS.  
 
Our members come from all walks of life and come from all over Europe, including a large 
Spanish contingent. Our Society is a strictly non-political organisation and our aim is to purely 
portray the fighting soldiers of the Waffen-SS in WWII as accurately as possible. We are 
honoured to do this and also honoured to have been endorsed and supported by former 
members of the Waffen-SS. We aim to ensure that the correct memory of the Waffen-SS is 
kept alive for many years to come! 

http://www.secondbattlegroup.com/
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